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Summer Issue of our GFC
Report!
Our lead article is "Most People
Delay Claiming Social Security."
This is followed by, "Key
Retirement and Tax Numbers for
2021", "Home-Sweet-Home
Equity", and "Umbrella Insurance
Offers Extra Liability Coverage."
Help Us Help Others in 2021!
Add a couple of people to our
Mailing List to receive our
monthly mailings or refer
someone to our office for a
complimentary consultation. Just
give Beth or Sue a call with their
information - thank you!
Enjoy your summer!!
Best Regards,
George

More People Delay Claiming Social Security
The average age for claiming Social Security retirement benefits has been
steadily rising. Older Americans are working longer, in part because full
retirement age is increasing incrementally from 66 to 67. A worker may begin
receiving Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62, but monthly
benefits will be permanently reduced by as much as 30% if claimed before full
retirement age — a strong incentive to wait.

Source: Social Security Administration, 2020
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Key Retirement and Tax Numbers for 2021
Every year, the Internal Revenue Service announces
cost-of-living adjustments that affect contribution limits
for retirement plans and various tax deduction,
exclusion, exemption, and threshold amounts. Here
are a few of the key adjustments for 2021.

Estate, Gift, and Generation-Skipping
Transfer Tax
• The annual gift tax exclusion (and annual
generation-skipping transfer tax exclusion) for 2021
is $15,000, the same as in 2020.
• The gift and estate tax basic exclusion amount (and
generation-skipping transfer tax exemption) for 2021
is $11,700,000, up from $11,580,000 in 2020.

Standard Deduction
A taxpayer can generally choose to itemize certain
deductions or claim a standard deduction on the
federal income tax return. In 2021, the standard
deduction is:
• $12,550 (up from $12,400 in 2020) for single filers or
married individuals filing separate returns
• $25,100 (up from $24,800 in 2020) for married
individuals filing joint returns
• $18,800 (up from $18,650 in 2020) for heads of
households
The additional standard deduction amount for the blind
or aged (age 65 or older) in 2021 is:
• $1,700 (up from $1,650 in 2020) for single filers and
heads of households
• $1,350 (up from $1,300 in 2020) for all other filing
statuses
Special rules apply if you can be claimed as a
dependent by another taxpayer.

IRAs
The combined annual limit on contributions to
traditional and Roth IRAs is $6,000 in 2021 (the same
as in 2020), with individuals age 50 and older able to
contribute an additional $1,000. The limit on
contributions to a Roth IRA phases out for certain
modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) ranges. For
individuals who are covered by a workplace retirement
plan, the deduction for contributions to a traditional
IRA also phases out for certain MAGI ranges. (The
limit on nondeductible contributions to a traditional IRA
is not subject to phase-out based on MAGI.)

Employer Retirement Plans
• Employees who participate in 401(k), 403(b), and
most 457 plans can defer up to $19,500 in
compensation in 2021 (the same as in 2020);
employees age 50 and older can defer up to an
additional $6,500 in 2021 (the same as in 2020).
• Employees participating in a SIMPLE retirement plan
can defer up to $13,500 in 2021 (the same as in
2020), and employees age 50 and older can defer up
to an additional $3,000 in 2021 (the same as in
2020).

Kiddie Tax: Child's Unearned Income
Under the kiddie tax, a child's unearned income above
$2,200 in 2021 (the same as in 2020) is taxed using
the parents' tax rates.
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Home-Sweet-Home Equity
Buying a home is a long-term commitment, so it's not
surprising that older Americans are much more likely
than younger people to own their homes "free and
clear" (see chart). If you have paid off your mortgage
or anticipate doing so by the time you retire,
congratulations! Owning your home outright can help
provide financial flexibility and stability during your
retirement years.
Even if you still make mortgage payments, the equity
in your home is a valuable asset. And current low
interest rates might give you an opportunity to pay off
your home more quickly. Here are some ideas to
consider.

Enjoy Lower Expenses
If you are happy with your home and don't need to tap
the equity, living free of a monthly mortgage could
make a big difference in stretching your retirement
dollars. It's almost as if you had saved enough extra to
provide a monthly income equal to your mortgage. You
still have to pay property taxes and homeowners
insurance, but these expenses are typically smaller
than a mortgage payment.

Consider Downsizing
If you sell your home and purchase another one
outright with cash to spare, the additional funds could
boost your savings and provide additional income. On
the other hand, if you take out a new mortgage, you
may set yourself back financially. Keep in mind that
condominiums, retirement communities, and other
planned communities typically have monthly
homeowners association dues. On the plus side, these
dues generally pay for maintenance services and
amenities that could make retirement more enjoyable.

Borrow on Equity
If you stay in your home and want money for a specific
purpose, such as remodeling the kitchen or fixing the
roof, you might take out a home-equity loan. If instead
you'll need to access funds over several years, such
as to pay for college or medical expenses, you may
prefer a home-equity line of credit (HELOC).
Home-equity financing typically has favorable interest
rates because your home secures the loan. However,
you are taking on another monthly payment, and the
lender can foreclose on your home if you fail to repay
the loan. In addition, you may have to pay closing
costs and other fees to obtain the loan. Interest on
home-equity loans and HELOCs is typically tax
deductible if the proceeds are used to buy, build, or
substantially improve your main home, but is not tax
deductible if the proceeds are used for other
expenses.

Refinance
With mortgage rates near historic lows, you might
consider refinancing your home at a lower interest
rate. Refinancing may allow you to take some of the
equity out as part of the loan, but of course that
increases the amount you borrow. While a refi loan
may have a lower interest rate than a home-equity
loan or HELOC, it might have higher costs that could
take some time to recoup. And a new loan comes with
a new amortization schedule, so even with lower rates,
a larger portion of your payment may be applied to
interest in the early years of the loan. Refinancing
might be a wise move if the lower rate enables you to
pay off a new mortgage faster than your current
mortgage.

Paying Off the Mortgage
The percentage of homeowners with a primary regular mortgage declines steadily with age.

Source: 2019 American Housing Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, 2020
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Umbrella Insurance Offers Extra Liability Coverage
Accidents can happen, no matter how careful you are.
Even if you make every effort to help ensure that your
house and the surrounding area are safe for visitors,
rain, snow, or ice can cause slippery stairs and
walkways. You might face an increased risk of having
a liability claim filed against you if you have a dog, a
swimming pool, a trampoline, employ workers in your
home, or own a rental property. Or you could be held
responsible for a serious auto accident — a special
concern if you have a teenage driver.
American society is litigious, and some legal
judgments seem excessive. Standard homeowners
and auto insurance policies generally cover personal
liability, but you may not have enough coverage to
protect your income and assets in the event of a
high-dollar judgment. That's when umbrella insurance
could be a big help, providing additional coverage, up
to policy limits.
On top of the liability coverage amount, an umbrella
policy may help pay legal expenses and compensation
for time off from work to defend yourself in court. It
might also cover situations not included in standard
homeowners policies, such as libel, slander, invasion
of privacy, and defamation of character.
Umbrella insurance is not just for wealthy households;
it is also appropriate for middle-income families with
substantial home equity, retirement savings, and
current and future income that could be used to satisfy

a large jury award. (Home equity might be protected,
at least in part, by state law. Qualified retirement plan
assets may have some protection from creditors under
federal and/or state law, depending on the plan and
jurisdiction, but you would still be liable for any
judgments.)

Although coverage and costs vary by insurer, you can
typically obtain $1 million in coverage for $300 or less
per year; higher coverage amounts can be even more
cost-effective. Before adding umbrella insurance,
however, you generally must purchase a certain
amount of liability coverage on your homeowners and
auto policies (typically $300,000 and $250,000,
respectively), which serve as a deductible for the
umbrella policy.1
Your insurer can help you determine how much
current liability protection you have, and how much
more you can purchase. It might be helpful to consider
your assets, potential exposure, and what you
consider to be an acceptable risk.
1) Insurance Information Institute, 2020
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